GANDHI                             71
the Congress party, Gandhi was constrained to
declare that there could be no special reservation
of seats in the Councils, or special electorates for
any minorities other than Muslims and Sikhs.
The consequence was that Gandhi had an un-
pleasantly large dose of his own medicine when he
returned to Bombay, for the depressed classes had
taken umbrage at his waywardness, and went to
extreme lengths to counter the extensive programme
of welcome which had been arranged by the local
Congress. Bands of the depressed, armed with the
formidable lathi, went through the streets tearing
down the decorations set up by zealous Congressmen,
and some thousands took up a strategic position
opposite the Ballard Pier where Gandhi was to
disembark. When the steamer arrived, there was
an assault en masse on the Congress workers, and
many of the reception committee retired to hospital
with broken heads. It is exceedingly probable that
Gandhi would have found it impossible to land if
the much-maligned police had not appeared. They
collected nearly two thousand lathis from the in-
furiated depressed, not to mention sundry broken
bottles and knives. Thereafter the depressed had
to confine their welcome to waving black flags and
chanting hostile battle cries,
Gandhi gave the multitude a smiling acknowledg-
ment as he descended the gangway. When he
sought to board his car there was a raging mob of
Congressmen on one side shouting a welcome, and
a furious concourse of the depressed on the other
shrieking condemnation.